WECH Newsletter

March 2023

Dear Residents

WELCOME to the March edition of the newsletter. You will find the latest news and updates about
things happening at WECH which we hope will be of interest.

Feel free to contact me for further information, to provide feedback, or if you have anything you
would like to be included in future newsletters.

Kind Regards,

Natasha Roberts
Head of Housing
Housing@wech.org.uk

Staffing Updates

We have recently said goodbye to two of our staff members; Jackie and Phyllis.

Both had worked for WECH for many years in the Neighbourhood Housing Team dealing with anti-
social behaviour, tenancy issues and parking. We wish them all the best for the future.

We are currently recruiting for a new Neighbourhood Housing Officer.

In the meantime, if you have any housing queries please do not hesitate to email contact us at:
Email: Housing@wech.org.uk

Telephone: 0207 266 3346
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Save the Date

Estate Walkabouts

On the 15™ February, we had our first estate walkabout. This was a huge success, with residents
attending to discuss a variety of issues and making many useful suggestions. It was lovely to meet
with residents and listen to your views.

You are invited to join us on our next walkabout on Wednesday 24 May at 1pm. The Head of
Housing and your Neighbourhood Housing Officer will meet residents at our office reception.

If you would like to attend, please meet me on the date/time above.

A reminder will also be sent closer to the time.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Anti-Social Behaviour

We have recently joined up with the Met Police and Westminster City Council, to hold street
briefings with residents every few months.

The first one will take place in the WECH Community Hall, in the main office building on:

17t May 2023 at 5:00pm

This is your chance to let us know about the Anti-social behaviour and criminal issues that are
affecting you and your community.

Come along and tell us about it so that we can do something about it. Work with us to make a
difference in our community.
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WECH AGM

The next AGM will be held on 20t September 2023 in the WECH Community Centre at 6pm

To be able to vote at the AGM you need to be a WECH member. Please contact reception to ask
for a membership form if you are not already a member.

WECH Summer Festival

Saturday 15t July 2023 at Tamplin Gardens




Money, Welfare Benefit and Debt Advice

Due to capacity issues, we are no longer making referrals to Robinson Wilson
Solicitors for Debt, Welfare Benefit and Money Advice.

If you need any financial help or support, please contact Serene at
Serene@wech.org.uk who will be able to give you advice, guidance, and signpost
you where necessary.
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Tuesday 28th March 6.30 - 8.30 pm
FREE TASTER WORKSHOP - TRY US OUT!

Join All Sing! Harrow Road Community Choir
for a fun singing workshop. Learn repertoire by ear, no need
to read sheet music, words will be provided. Chat to our
friendly choir members over tea and biscuits.
We welcome all-comers regardless of age and experience.

St. John's Church, Kensal Green, W10 4AA (junction of Kilburn
Lane, Harrow Road and Ladbroke Grove)
Doors open at 6.15
[this is also where we hold our weekly rehearsals]

We're recruiting new members and would love for you to try us
out; membership fees are kept affordable. We perform at
community events as well as giving our own concerts.

Waeabsite: allsingchoir.wordpress.com — Email: allsingchoiriigmail. com
Instagram: hitps:iwww.instagram.com/allsingchoir/
Twitter: hitps:/twitter.comialisinghree
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» FREE 8-week course learmning
transferable business skills

» Upto 2 days per week applying these
skills on Maida Hill Market

» (Graduate with a single accredited Level 3
qualification in the Principles of Business

» Ifyou are 16+ then sign up by
scanning the QR code below
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Supported by Queen's Park Community Counc

Bajan Cultural Club

Venue:

W.E.CH Community Centre
Selbourne House

36A Elgin Avenue

London W9 3AZ Ages: 6yrs - 16yrs

Workshop Dates: Time: 11am fo 3pm
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15th April 2023 ~ Learn Nel:: gar:i:al Skills
20th May 2023 ~ (ultural Awareness

10th June 2023 - Reuse and Exploring
_ Different Materials

For more info: 07510 214614 R E I g
Registration by email: P |
bajanrumshop.culturalclub@gmail.com

@ @wyndingwire
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Chief Executive’s Message

Dear Residents

We are very pleased too announce that we have recently hired Julian, our own Multi Skilled Operative.
Julian is a WECH member of staff who will be coming out to homes to carry out repairs that were previously
carried out by contractors.

This we believe will enable us to improve the control we have over the quality of repair works carried out.
We are also currently recruiting our second Multi Skilled Operative and you will soon see our own WECH
vans moving around the Walterton and Elgin estates. This is an exciting development for us and we hope
you will notice the improvement in the quality of service we provide.

Sadly, we will be putting up rents on our social housing properties by 7% in April. This is inline with a cap
set by government and is the same level of increase that most housing associations are implementing. This
is not a decision we took lightly but we felt there was no choice considering the major increases in costs we
are experiencing due to inflation. We are currently reviewing the support we can offer residents who are
struggling with costs and will give more details in the next newsletter, but if you are struggling to pay your
rent please ensure you contact us and we will do what we can to help.

I hope you all have a pleasant start to Spring and | look forward to seeing many of you around and about.
Yours Sincerely

Matt Townsend

We have recently launched a brand-new website.
We hope that this will make it easier for residents to interact with us and keep up to date.

www.wech.org.uk

Have you joined us on Facebook or Twitter?
We are now posting regularly with exciting news, events and morel

@WechHousing

- www.facebook.com/wechhousing







